
    Synod: ideas into action   
          

         Today we start the next part of the Synod process: 
discerning how the thoughts of priests and parishioners can 
become the practical steps towards being the type of 
Church we are called to be in the future.  

 

The steps leading to the change, and your part in the change 
is outlined in the timetable below. 
 

 
The proposals from our parish, put forward by you, 
were sent to the Synod Office, along with over 3,500 
proposals from around the diocese. Now they’ve 
reported back to us.   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

You don’t need to!  
A summary of the proposals is available, at synod2020.co.uk/proposals, and will be available in 
themes on the parish website and in print, asking for your preferences.   
 
 
 
 

 
  
The Synod team then consider our parish submission 
along with others from across the diocese in order to 
arrive at the list of proposals to be voted on. 
 

 
 

 

As with any vote, if you take part, you 
help to shape the 
future....  
...... if you don’t, you 
let others shape it for 
you. 
 

 
 

      Change begins.  

 
 

June 17th 2021  
Synod members vote on which proposals 
are to be officially adopted – and acted 
upon – by the Church in Liverpool. 

Does it matter 

what I think? 

Does it 

matter what 

I say?r 

Today 
you can begin to read and 
choose from the list of 
proposals that represent the 
hopes and suggestions sent 
to the Synod Working Party. 

I haven’t time 

to read through 

3,500 proposals 

 

Now -Dec 4th 
Tell the Parish Synod 
members which you think 
are the most important 
proposals. 

7-14 Dec 
Parish views presented  
to the Synod Office. 
As in the previous stages, we 
will include all contributions. 

March 2021  

Synod Members will present the final list  
to the parish, consult with as many as  
wish to be involved so that the way we 
vote represents the parish’s views. 



How do we become the Church we are called to be? 
  ..... you decide 
 

Last year, parishioners were presented with four themes to discuss. The Archdiocesan 
Synod Team have collated all the contributions from our parishes and around the diocese, 
and produced a summary of proposals: 120 practical suggestions and a series of 
affirmations -  45 issues or areas of church life that were raised as very important.   

 
  Which way for the     

     Church? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Synod members have been commissioned to listen to all parishioners and to discern the 
proposals that represent the wishes of the parish. As with previous stages, we will do 
everything possible to allow people to contribute – online, or on paper. Full details in the 
bulletins over the next few weeks. All the themes are important, though you may want to 
contribute only in one or two areas.   
 

The proposals are grouped into themes: (1) the changing roles of lay people and clergy;  
(2) Ongoing Faith formation; (3) Children, young people and Catholic Schools; (4) Building 
community / serving the poor and vulnerable; (5) Changing parish and pastoral area 
structure / use of buildings; (6) Prayer and liturgy; (7) Evangelisation and mission / Care for 
creation. 
 

Please visit the Synod section of the parish website to complete online, or pick up the 
questionnaires as they appear at the back of church and return to the Synod box 
when completed. 

 

steady as you go 

Uncertain future?  
Attracting the 
young? 
Dwindling 
attendances 
Maintenance not 
mission model. 

Divisions continue. 
Mission suffers. 
‘Outsiders’ not 
attracted? 
 

polarisation 

S 
Y 
N 
O 
D 
 
 

Traditional?  

Liberal? 

A church where all of the baptised can play their part in the decision making and in the life of 
a missionary Church, all equipped to share in the mission of Jesus; a church where all the 
people of God  continually develop their spiritual life through liturgy, prayer and spiritual 
formation and whose parishes and pastoral areas are reorganised and re-energised to build 
community and nurture belonging. 


